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• Please note the locations of the emergency exits.   

• In the event of a fire alarm or other emergency,  

please calmly exit to the public concourse. 

• Emergency exit stairs and exit doors to the outside are  

located along the public concourse. 

• For your safety, please follow the directions via the  

public address system and Public Safety Officers. 

 

City of Boston Fire Code Emergency 

Evacuation Information: 

 



• Evaluate this session online 

• Visit onthego.schoolnutrition.org  

on your cell phone’s browser 

• Click the “Evaluate Your Sessions” link 

THANK YOU! 

 

On the Go Evaluation 
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July 15 at 10:00 AM 

• PRESENTER: Peggy Cantfil, FNS 

The True Value of USDA Foods 



• How’s Entitlement Calculated? 

• What can you use entitlement on? 

• What’s it worth to you? 

• Getting the Best Bang for Your Buck 

• Why are USDA Foods important? 

Topics 



Annual Federal Register Per Meal Rate 

X 

Prior Year Lunches Served 

+/- 

Prior Year Balance 

= 

Total Entitlement $$ 

(May be adjusted to meet 12% funding rule) 

 

USDA Foods Entitlement  



SY 15 Per meal rate 

 

Published   .2475 

 

+ 12%   .0525 

 

TOTAL average cents per meal nationally 

.3025  
 

USDA Foods Entitlement  



USDA Foods Available List 



• Direct Delivered 

• Bulk for Processing 

 

What Can You Use Entitlement On? 

 



USDA Foods Nutrition Initiatives 

 

DoD Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program 

 



• Do you have access to good quality and resonably priced produce? 

• If so, your district may opt out and get other USDA foods 

• Do you want to get 100% of your entitlement to meet %100 of FV? 

• Should you do a blend of DOD, USDA and commercial? 

• get highly persiable fresh lower cost items from DOD  

• receive more stable durable fresh (apples, winter pears, and 

 oranges baby carrots and slice apples) potatoes from USDA  

• buy local specialty itemsfrom your fresh supplier 

 

 

DOD Flexiblity: 

Some, All or Nothing? 



• How do you value USDA Foods Entitlement? 

 

What’s it worth to you? 



• Do you consider it REAL money? 

What’s it worth to you? 



• How do you value USDA Foods? 

• Real Money 

• 20% Food Budget 

• Competitively Purchased 

 

 

What’s it worth to you? 



• It’s critical to do cost comparisons to ensure you are getting the best 

value with your USDA Foods Entitlement 

 

Cost Comparisons 



• What is value of the USDA foods for my PAL drawdown? 

Cost Comparisons 

 

 

 



• Analyze purchasing needs 

• Calculate annual usage 
• Production Records 

• Distributor Velocity/Usage Reports 

• Cost analysis 
• Compare Bid Prices with USDA Food Value 

• Add in distribution & administrative costs 

• Add in labor if applicable 

 

How to Compare Costs 



• Processed USDA Foods VS 

• Commercial VS 

• Direct Delivered USDA Foods  

 

USDA Foods Cost Analysis Tool 

Fka/USDA Foods Processing Tool 



USDA Foods Cost Analysis Tool 

 



• This tool is a Microsoft Excell Workbook 

• It has tabs on the bottom for instructions and the actual analysis 

worksheets. 

 

MS Excel Workbook 

A Foods Cost Analysis Tool 

 

 



USDA Foods Cost Analysis Tool 

 



USDA Foods  

are  

an important asset! 
 



• To support American agriculture  

• To improve the health and well-being of the population 

 

 

 

 

USDA Dual Mission 



• Phased-in Breakfast implementation 

• Option to offer a daily meat/meat Alternate at breakfast 

• Allowed students to take just one-half cup of fruit or vegetables under OVS 

• Removed the starchy vegetable limit 

• Pushed out the second sodium target by an additional year 

• Lifted the weekly maximums on grain and meat/meat alternates 

• Allowed frozen fruit with added sugar 

• Clarified allowable whole grain-rich corn products 

• Provided two-year flexibility for schools that cannot obtain acceptable 

whole grain-rich pasta 

• Provided Smart Snack exemption for grain-only entrees served at 

breakfast 

 

Flexibilities 



• http://www.fns.usda.gov/healthierschoolday 

• Your one-stop guide to nutrition standards for school meals and 

snacks: 

• Free nutrition materials, training, and recipes for school food service 

• Smarter Lunchroom strategies 

• Tips for offering more fruits, vegetables, and whole grain-rich foods 

• Grant opportunities 

• Best practices from other schools 

• Regulations and policies 

 

 

Tools for Schools 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/healthierschoolday


Questions? 

 



Thank you! 

 


